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Spokane Collaborative

Supplemental Affordable Housing Workgroup Meeting
March 3, 2021 | 2:00-3:15pm | Zoom
Attendees: 
11 organizations represented, 12 total workgroup attendees (excluding BHT)
· Alex Liberman, Spokane Housing Authority - abstained
· Amber Abrahamson, Tenants Union of Washington

· Amber Johnson, SNAP - yay
· Edie Rice-Sauer, Transitions - abstained
· Jason Barnard, Sunshine Terrace - yay
· Jene Ray, The ZoNE - yay
· Jennifer Ranney, Next Generation Zone - yay
· Mark Haberman, ALTCEW - yay
· Melissa Morrison, Spokane City Council - yay
· Stephen Miller, VOA

· Sara Rodgers, SRHD – not a voter
· Susan Tyler-Babkirk, Transitions - abstained
· Symetria Gongyin, BHT – not a voter

Notes: 

About the Responsible Renters curriculum:
· Developed by Transitions in 2003 
· The name Responsible Renters is copyrighted

· 4-part curriculum

· Landlord and tenant rights

· Budgeting and financing

· Finding a home

· Living with a roommate – recent addition

· Organized by a part time educator/coordinator at the Women’s Hearth 

· This person provides up to date changes to any local & statewide laws

· Transitions offers a “Train the Trainer” model, trained organizations become licensed to offer the curriculum to their clients
· Course must be offered at no cost to the participant – barrier for for-profit organizations to offer to their clients (e.g. Sunshine Terrace) - Susan looking for work around 
· Spokane Housing Authority requires voucher recipients to complete the curriculum
· There is an existing post-evaluation survey that includes a question re: self empowerment

Next steps: 

1. Review the curriculum materials with an equity lens including: outreach materials, webpage, certificate – reframe communications with the participant in mind, considering power differentials, focus on empowerment 
· This needs to happen outside of the regularly scheduled monthly Collaborative meeting. Please email Alex: aliberman@spokanehousing.org, the activity lead for this project, if you are available to collaborate. Jennifer R. is able to support
· Reminder to Alex and Edie: you can work funding for partner support into your budget template
· These equity reflection prompts could be a great starting point 

· Is a name change on the table?
2. Get curriculum materials and webpage translated to Arabic, Marshallese, and Spanish

3. Find a best practice to offer the curriculum online

saved chat
From Amber (she/her) SNAP : Do you all have demographic data on who has been served by the Responsible Renters program that could be shared with this group as part of our equity work/data collection?

From Edie Rice-Sauer she/her : We do maintain data and are happy to share anything that would be helpful, including who our partner agencies are.

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Please vote yay or nay in the chat. Do we move forward with expanding access to this curriculum with equity and reframing considerations?
1) From AH- Jason Barnard (Sunshine Terrace) : I'm cool with that.

2) From Jennifer Ranney : Yay :-)

3) From Mark Haberman (Aging & Long Term Care) : Yay!

4) From AH- Jason Barnard (Sunshine Terrace) : Yay

5) From Melissa Morrison  : yay

6) From Amber (she/her) SNAP : Yay

From Edie Rice-Sauer she/her : I'll abstain

From Jennifer Ranney : Translation shows inclusion, I dig the idea

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : The ZoNE - translation services would be beneficial

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Include a “cultural connector”

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Arabic, Marshallese communities

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Materials and website translation

From Jene Ray (ZoNE) : Spanish too, yes

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Reframe, and address potential stigma

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Jennifer Ranney - Worksource paid internship - potentially request translation services – may not be feasible/appropriate
From Amber (she/her) SNAP : Really great input Jene! The CHW/Community assistance network is broad and engaged.

From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Jennifer R. will support in communications efforts

From Jene Ray (ZoNE) : As I'm not a regular member, please just reach out if we can help connect to trusted messengers JRay@NECommunityCenter.com
From Symetria Gongyin - BHT : Cannot bill for facilitator’s time - cannot charge for RR training
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